
MINUTES FOR LEECHWELL GARDEN ASSOCIATION COMMITTEE MEETING 
4th April 2023 in the REconomy Centre 

	

PRESENT: David Mitchell (Chair), Sue Holmes, David Martin, Lu Overy, Robert Vint, 
Ernesto Antonio 

1. APOLOGIES: Shirley Prendergast, Paul Church 
2. PREVIOUS MINUTES: the minutes of the meeting on 7th March 2023 were approved. 
3. MATTERS ARISING 
Dave has updated the “Who Made What” notice (adding the Carpenter Oak Picnic Table) 
and will get it printed. 
4. IMPACT OF FAILED GRANT APPLICATIONS 
We will have to find alternative sources of funds for the noticeboard, wildlife garden and top 
meadow area. Keith’s accident means that he will not be able to do much, though he may 
be able to find out if SHDC would be prepared to include the noticeboard in the list of 
information boards they are planning to produce. All hoped that Keith recovers quickly from 
his injuries. 
Sue, Shirley and Dave have produced an early mockup of the noticeboard (see attached) 
that still needs quite a lot of work. 
5. SAFETY ISSUES AND REPAIRS 
After reminders from Sue and Dave, SHDC did fix the dangerously rotten play structure 
post and repaired the steps leading down to Susie’s Gate. However it was felt that (a) 
SHDC should have reacted much more quickly and (b) should have got Earthwrights to do 
the work since the play structure is less than 7 years old. 
Dave agreed to draft a letter to Councilor John Birch about SHDC’s safety priorities. 
6. FINANCES 
Paul had emailed a bank statement showing we had £3165 in our account as of 7th March, 
but payments have been made to Ross since then. 
7. ERNESTO’S CHARITY WALK 
Ernesto has kindly agreed to give any donations or sponsorship money his walk in Spain 
raises to the LGA for the wildlife garden. He will set up a JustGiving page and he and Lu 
will make sure this is publicized (“Totnes Times”, “Totnes Directory”, Facebook, Instagram 
etc). 
8. SUE’S WORKLOAD 
Dave noted the enormous list of tasks that Sue carries out in the garden. All agreed that 
some of them should be carried out by other committee members. Several present took 
responsibility for items on the list. 
9.AOB 
None 
10. NEXT MEETING: the next meeting will be held on Tuesday May 2nd, it will be held at 
the REconomy Centre, starting at 5:30pm). 
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